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Clergy 
Vicar: Fr Paul Nash   fatherpaul@stsymphorians.co.uk 
     01903 694827  

Honorary Assistant Priest 
Father Keith Smith  01903 534498 
Father Felix 
A priest is always available to visit people at home, to visit the sick, and 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) can be arranged by 
appointment.  Please don’t hesitate to get in touch about any matter.  

Churchwarden  
Malcolm Brett   malcolm@stsymphorians.co.uk 

Amanda Thomas-Matthews  amanda@stsymphorians.co.uk 

Parish Office 
Carol Warrington  Parish Administrator 
01903 268109   theoffice@stsymphorians.co.uk 

Stewardship Team 
Jane Winter – Treasurer  treasurer@stsymphorians.co.uk 
Paule Harper – Stewardship Officer and Gift Aid Co-ordinator  
Matt Thorpe – Electoral Roll Officer 

Home Communions 
Mike Maloney   07885 615135 
Lynne Fitzgerald                07884 366666 

Sunday Morning Lift Co-ordinator 
Matt Thorpe    07368373709 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Sandra Brett    safeguarding@stsymphorians.co.uk 

Parish Magazine Editors 
Paule Harper and Jane Winter  magazine@stsymphorians.co.uk 
  

mailto:fatherpaul@stsymphorians.co.uk
mailto:malcolm@stsymphorians.co.uk
mailto:amanda@stsymphorians.co.uk
mailto:theoffice@stsymphorians.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@stsymphorians.co.uk
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The Parish Church of St Symphorian 

Durrington Hill, Worthing BN13 3HU 
 

Sunday worship:  
10.00am Parish Mass  

 

Weekday Masses:  
 12noon Monday 
 10am   Tuesday 
 6pm  Wednesday 
 12noon Thursday 
 

Dates for your Diary 
January 
Sun 4th Epiphany Sunday 
Tues 6th Knit and Chat 
Wed 7th Bookclub 
Sat 10th  Coffee Morning with homemade cakes in aid of the 

Church Hall Refurbishment Appeal 
Tues 13th Warm Spaces 
Tues 20th Warm Space 

You Group 
Tues 27th  Warm Spaces 
February 
Sun 1st   Candlemas 
Tues 3rd  Knit and Chat 
Wed 4th  Bookclub 
Sat 14th  St Valentine Children’s Craft Morning 
Tues 17th  You Group 
Sat 28th  Coffee Morning with homemade cakes in aid of the  

Church Hall Refurbishment Appeal 
March 
Sat 21st  Coffee Morning with homemade cakes in aid of the 

Church Hall Refurbishment Appeal 
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From the Vicarage 

January can often catch us in two moods at once. Part of us is 

recovering from the whirlwind of Christmas: carol services, family 

gatherings, shopping, and the general busyness of it all. And 

suddenly we find ourselves at the threshold of a brand new year, 

staring at a blank calendar and wondering what the next twelve 

months might hold. 

In the Church, January of course, is shaped by Epiphany, a feast 

that can seem small on the surface but is full of depth. The Magi’s 

story speaks freshly every year: travellers who set out with hardly 

any information, just a star and a longing for something true. Most 

of us step into a new year a bit like that too—hopeful, but not 

entirely sure where the road will lead. 

Epiphany reassures us that God doesn’t expect us to see the whole 

map. A little light is enough: small signs can guide us just as surely 

as the star guided the Magi.  

January is also a month when many people try something new. 

You’ll hear of people doing “Dry January,” or even “Veganuary”, an 

invitation to be more mindful about what we eat and the impact we 

have on the world around us. Whether or not we take part, the 

whole idea reflects something quite Christian: the sense that small, 

intentional choices can shape us and open ourselves up to renewal. 

Perhaps this is what January offers us spiritually too—not grand 

resolutions, but small, realistic steps, and perhaps a little more 

attention to God’s quiet presence in everyday life. 

So as we begin this new year, may we follow the Magi’s steady 

courage, trusting that the light we have is enough. And may Christ, 

revealed to the nations, be revealed afresh to us—in our choices, 

our habits, and our hope for the year ahead. 

Fr Paul
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Daily Readings and Prayer Diary 

Please find below a daily readings and prayer diary.  Each day 
(except Sunday), we pray for three streets in our parish.  If you spot 
any road is missing from the list, please email 
magazine@stsymphorians.co.uk.    

Thursday 1st Naming & Circumcision of Jesus 
For a deeper trust in the holy name of Jesus. 
Num 6: 22-end; Gal 4:4-7; Luke 2:15-21 

Willow Crescent, Windrush Close, Winterbourne 
Close 

Friday 2nd SS Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, 
Teachers 
For wisdom for all who teach and preach the faith. 
1John 2:22-28; John 1:19-28 

Winterbourne Way, Woodpecker Way, Yeoman 
Gate 

Saturday 3rd For renewal in our lives through the mystery of 
the Incarnation.) 
1John 2:29-3:6; John1:29-34 

Yeoman Road, Yeoman Way, Zinnia Row 

Sunday 4th  Epiphany (transferred) 
1John 3:7-10; John1:35-42 

Monday 5th For those seeking Christ’s light in times of 
uncertainty. 
Jer 31:7-14; Eph 1:3-14; John1: 10-18 

All those who work and worship within this parish 

Tuesday 6th Epiphany 
For the manifestation of Christ’s glory in our 
parish. 
Abingdon Walk,  Acacia Avenue, Adelaide Close 
Isa 60:1-6; Eph 3:1-12; Matt 2:1-12 

Wednesday 7th For Christian unity as we begin this new year. 
1John 3:22-4:6; Matt 4:12-17,23-end 

Adur Avenue, Ainsdale Close, Ainsdale Road 

Thursday 8th For those beginning new roles, work, or 
responsibilities. 
1John 4:7-10; Mark 6:34-44 

Alameda Walk, Alberta Walk, Alder Close 

mailto:magazine@stsymphorians.co.uk
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Friday 9th  For the housebound and all who feel isolated after 
the festive season 
1John 4:11-18; Mark 6:45-52 

Apsley Way, Arun Close, Arun Crescent 

Saturday 10th  William Laud, Archbishop 
For integrity and courage in the Church’s 
leadership. 
1John 4:19-5:4; Luke 4:14-22 

Arundel Road, Ashburnum Close, Aster Vale 

Sunday 11th  Baptism of Christ 
1John 5:5-13; Luke 5:12-16 

Monday 12th  Aelred of Rievaulx, Abbot 
For deeper charity and friendship in our 
community. 
Isa 43:1-7; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17,21-22 

Avalon Way, Bakers Court, Barn Close 

Tuesday13th  Hilary, Bishop & Teacher of the Faith 
For all who study and defend Christian truth. 
Heb 1:1-6; Mark 1:14-20 

Barnet Way, Bateman's Close, Beckworth Close 

Wednesday 14th  For peace in places of conflict across the world. 
Heb 2:5-12; Mark 1:21-28 

Beechwood Avenue, Begonia Gate, Bellflower Drive 

Thursday 15th  For those discerning their vocation. 
Belmont Walk, Birches Close, Birkdale Close 

Friday 16th For children and young people returning to school 
or college. 
Heb 3:7-14; Mark 1:40-end 

Birkdale Road, Blackmore Road, Blenheim Avenue 

Saturday 17th  St Antony of Egypt, Hermit 
For those seeking God in silence, simplicity, and 
prayer. 
Heb 4:1-5,11;Mark 2:1-12 

Bloom Close, Bodmin Close, Bodmin Road 

Sunday 18th  Epiphany II 
Heb 4:12-end; Mark 2:13-17 

Monday 19th  Wulfstan of Worcester, Bishop 
For all who work for justice and good governance. 
Isa 62:1-5; 1Cor 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 

Bourne Close, Bramble Close, Bramble Crescent 
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Tuesday 20th  For local charities and all who support the 
vulnerable. 
Heb 5:1-10; Mark 2:18-22 

Bramble Lane, Brecon Close, Brendon Road 

Wednesday 
21st 

Agnes, Martyr 
For those persecuted for their faith. 
Heb 6:10-end; Mark 2:18-22 

Bribane Close, Burnham Close, Buttercup Row 

Thursday 22nd  Vincent, Deacon & Martyr 
For courage and steadfastness in witness. 
Heb 7:1-3,15-17; Mark 3:1-6 

Callon Close, Canada Close, Canberra Road 

Friday 23rd For our clergy, readers, and parish ministers. 
Heb 7:25-8:6; Mark 3:7-12 

Canberra Road, Carisbrooke Drive, Castle Goring 
Way 

Saturday 24th  Francis de Sales, Bishop & Teacher 
For patience, gentleness, and pastoral care. 
Heb 8:6-end; Mark 3:13-19 

Cedar Avenue, Cedar Close, Celandine Road 

Sunday 25th  Conversion of St Paul 
Jer 1:4-10; Acts 9:1-22; Matt 19:27-end 

Monday 26th  SS Timothy and Titus 
For all who nurture and form new Christians. 
Neh 8:1-3,5-6,8-10; 1Cor 12:12-31; Luke 4:14-21 

Cleveland Road, Chaffinch Close, Chalfont Way 

Tuesday 27th  For those living with long-term illness. 
Heb 9:15,24-end; Mark 3:22-30 

Cherwell Road, Chesley Close, Chestnut Walk 

Wednesday 28th  Thomas Aquinas, Teacher 
For theologians, scholars, and all who deepen our 
understanding of faith. 
Heb 10:1-10; Mark 3:31-end 

Cheviot Close, Cheviot Road, Chilton Crescent 

Thursday 29th  For those facing difficult decisions. 
Heb 10:11-18; Mark 4:1-20 

Clayton Walk, Clematis Close, Cleveland Close 
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Friday 30th  Charles, King & Martyr 
For integrity and truth in public life. 
Heb 10:19-25; Mark 4:21-25 

Clyde Close, Clyde Road, Colne Close 

Saturday 31st John Bosco, Priest 
For the welfare of children and young people. 
Heb 10:32-end; Mark 4:26-34 

Columbia Drive, Columbia Walk, Conifer Drive 
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Carols at The Park View (14th Dec) 

Thank you so 
much to 
everyone who 
supported 
Carols at The 
Park View. I 
am deeply 
grateful, and 
glad to report 
that it was 
very well 
received. 

For those who 
missed it, led 
by Father Paul 
on keyboard, we sang beginning with well-known contemporary 
Christmas songs before moving into much-loved carols. The 
progression felt important. The familiar songs were easy to enter 
into, stirring something nostalgic and childlike, while the familiar 
carols — which have stood the test of time and will continue to do 
so — carried a deeper and more enduring message. 

We are sure that sense of Christmas was something people took 
with them long after Sunday lunch had finished. There was a 
generosity in both voice and spirit, and together we filled the pub 
with warmth and love. It brought to mind a glimpse of the stable — 
an inn, real people, and the hosting of a holy event. 

Our instinct should be to meet people where they are, and this felt 
like a natural expression of that. We can continue to look for gentle 
and authentic ways of outreach. 

The Park View kindly helped advertise our Christmas services, and 
this felt like a fitting way to return the compliment. 

Thank you again to everyone involved. Thank you to The Park View 
for reaching out and making us feel welcome. 

Jon  
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Tales from the ‘Dreaming Spires’ – 11 
By Fr Arthur 

   John Henry Newman’s hymn Lead Kindly Light might be 
regarded as a very poignant summary of his life, a journey which 
began as an evangelical Anglican alumnus of Trinity College, 
continued as a Fellow of Oriel College and Vicar of St. Mary’s, the 
University church, ending as a Roman Catholic Cardinal, and a 
canonised saint. He was one of the leaders of the campaign to 
recover the Church of England’s neglected roots in the ‘holy 
Catholic and Apostolic Church’ (Nicene Creed), the so-called ‘The 
Oxford Movement’. His influence in the Roman Catholic Church has 
been even more profound, especially in the modernising Second 
Vatican Council It is impossible to do justice in a few sentences to 
the depth and breadth of his theological vision. The verses of one of 
his hymns serve well as a summary   

Firmly I believe and truly                 
God is Three, and God is One……. 

    While hesitating between the two churches, he purchased a 
cottage in the village of Littlemore outside the city for a small 
community of like-minded companions, which is now a R.C. 
Memorial Centre housing his chapel, library and archive, study 
facilities and guest accommodation. A more visible memorial, a 
statue of Newman in Cardinal’s robes, is in the grounds of 
Brompton Oratory, London, the offshoot of the community he 
established in Birmingham, after his ordination as an R.C priest. 

    The London foundation was in the hands of a fellow Oxonian 
and ally, Frederick Faber (University College, undergraduate and 
Fellow), whose theological pilgrimage through life mirrored 
Newman’s own. Their temperaments were quite different. Newman 
was a university man through and through with a formidable 
intellect, whereas Faber, a Romantic and poet, was unhappy with 
academic life, and had escaped to a parish in the college’s gift 
where he proved an excellent and much-loved incumbent. Again, a 
single hymn gives the measure of his ministry there and afterwards 
in the Oratory. Together with Newman’s you have a movingly 
simple and complete statement of Christian faith and practice. 
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There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
Like the wideness of the sea;  
There’s a kindness in his justice 
Which is more than liberty.   

   After they had ‘swum the Tiber’, as the saying goes, 
leadership of the campaign fell to Edward Bouverie Pusey (Christ 
Church, Fellow of Oriel, and Regius Professor of Hebrew), whose 
wide knowledge of the early Christian theologians and their writings 
gave it added force.  Alarmed by his Catholic view of the 
Sacraments, the University suspended him for two years. When he 
died, his extensive library was bought by friends who endowed a 
building named after him to hold it, whereupon a group of outraged 
Protestant clergy paid for a defiant monument to confront it across 
the way. This commemorates the Reformation bishops Latimer and 
Ridley martyred there and inevitably is on the Oxford tourist circuit 
sandwiched between sites associated with TV’s detective Morse. 
Meanwhile Pusey House with its chapel, regular services and 
archival facilities has established itself firmly as the Anglo-Catholic 
mission to the University and beyond. 

   Pusey encouraged a group of women to become, as the 
Sisters of the Holy Cross, the first Anglican nuns since the 
dissolution of the monasteries, and out of his personal wealth 
provided a house for them in Regents Park. The Bishop of Exeter 
later authorised a group as Sisters of Mercy to work among the 
Devonport poor. Eventually they merged, with Pusey funding the 
creation of Ascot Priory for them, as Sisters of the Holy Trinity. He 
died there, as its Warden, and is buried in Christ Church Cathedral. 

  

Children’s Liturgy 
Sundays 10am 

 

Children rejoin the main  
service for the Eucharist.  
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Durrington You Group  

Welcome back to another interesting 
year. Hope you all had a good Christmas 
and Celebration for the New Year. 

Tuesday 20th January at 2.30 Graham 
Feest will speak about Traffic, Transport 
Road Safety. So please come and 
support him. Meeting will be held in the 
Main Hall in the Parish Centre which 
should be nice and warm as the heating 
and lighting phase is completed. Further 
details available from the Parish Office  

For your information we raised £298.00 
for Charities last year. Thanks for 
donating prizes for the raffles etc. 

Very good wishes to all. 

Linda  

  

2026 Calendar 

January 20th 
Graham Feest 

"Traffic, Transport Road Safety" 

February 17th 
Stuart Flitton"Journalism -  

My Part in Its Survival" 

March 17th 
Malcolm Gay 

"Expeditions to the Arabian 
Desert" 

April 21st 
South Down Film Makers 

"Series of Short Films" 

May 19th 
Chris Horlock 

"Sussex Witchcraft" 

June 16th 
Cream Tea in house, raffle and 

entertainment by "Playback" 

July 21st 
Arthur Taylor  

"Tales of a School Master" 

August No Meeting 

September 15th 
Jane Dore 

"Salvington in the 18th Century 

October 20th 
Stephen Hand 

"National Coast Watch" 
Chair and Watch Keeper at NCI 

Shoreham 

November 17th 
Festive in House and Talk by 

"SUSSAR" Sussex Search and 
Rescue . Mince Pies and Raffle. 

December No Meeting 
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As we come to the end of another year, I would like to thank all our 
supporters for your generosity, prayers and encouragement. The 
girls at St. Mary Goretti Secondary  School finally moved into their 
new dormitories in October and their beds were purchased with the 
donation received from St. Symphorian’s Church, Durrington. 
Through other kind donations desks, braille machines, and science 
materials have been purchased for the school. Sixteen of the 
students who were in danger of dropping out of school have 
received school fees grants. We have also continued to give full 
scholarships to students from some of the poorest families to 
enable them to study in other schools and tertiary institutions. None 
of this could have been achieved without the wonderful support we 

have received.  

Our partner organisation 
Itinga Charity Education 
Foundation (ICEF), led 
by Kevin, has been 
actively fundraising too 
and with the help of other 
organisations St. Mary 
Goretti Secondary 

School is gradually building up essential 
resources. 

We look forward to 2026 and another 
year of continuing the building program, 
supporting the school and bringing the 
hope of a brighter future to children with 
disabilities and others living in poverty. 

Merry Christmas and may God bless 
you. 

Belinda   

             IMARA-UGANDA EDUCATION FUND 

Wishing you a Joyful Christmas and a very 

                 Happy New Year
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Shrines of 
Gaiety 
by Kate 

Atkinson 

 

In 1920s London, people are shell-shocked, reeling from the effects 
of the war and most know nothing of ‘the evil of the netherworld 
beneath their feet’ as Kate Atkinson so aptly puts it and where she 
pitches her story. 
The youth of the 1920s wanted to party, revelling in just being alive. 
Clubs spring up out of nowhere, beckoning princes and paupers 
and, it appears, shady gangland characters.  London is a hotbed of 
villainy and gun running.  In the midst of this is one family, six 
siblings zealously watched over by the matriarch Nellie Coker.  We 
watch as Nellie tries to protect her family as well as presiding over 
five nightclubs.  With her entourage of spies, heavies and corrupt 
officials, she courageously faces each day with renewed vigour, 
hunting down her enemies.  Chief inspectors and sergeants rub 
shoulders with criminals, hoping to topple Nellie of her perch and 
into the gutter, setting her up in her nightclubs, but Nellie, courting 
danger at every turn, manages to steer a path through for herself 
and her family. 
The author conveys a juxtaposition of the lost lives of war and 
living, dancing in eternal symbiosis on street corners and 
dancehalls, adding to this atmospheric narrative.  She packs 
everything into her story, heroes and heroines, at times sad and at 
times hilarious.  She writes an incredibly exciting narrative, a tour 
de force from start to finish. 
 
Book Club scores 7.5 
Next book: My animals and other animals by Bill Bailey  
Next meeting:7th January 
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Sunday Morning Children’s Work 

During Advent the children took a look at the Advent wreath through 
the Jesse Tree. 

On the first Sunday in Advent we looked at the Patriarch’s – 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and found out what we knew about hese 
great people in the Bible. 

On the second week in Advent we looked at the prophet – a huge 
and fantastic theme.  It is amazing what we know about these 
people and can learn from them.  It is also a misconconeption that 
the Bible is all about men.  In the prohpehts we see the great 
courage and example of people like Rahab, Ruth, Esther and many 
more, but not to forget the greata men of these times too.   

On the third week in Advent we looked at John the Baptist.  As we 
hear on Sst John’s Gospel, John was sent from God to be the fore 
runner of the Messiah.  Yet even with this being know by him since 
before birth, the Gospel of the day reminds us that from his proson 
cell, John sent his followers to Jesus to ask if Jesus truly was the 
Messiah.  This gives us strength when we have our periods of 
doubt to turn to Christ and ask the same question – and he will 
answer in the same way as he did to John. 

The last week we would have look at the last three figures before 
Christimas – The Angel Gabriel, Mary and Joseph. 

The Advent Wreath and the Jesse Tree draws us to the central 
Light of The World and the birth of Jesus. 

On Sunday mornings we are looking forward to open the Word of 
God to all who come and join us fo these special times.  Thank you 
to all those who have helped on Sunday Mornings throughout 2025, 
both laitiy and clergy.  As we move to having more regular 
Children’s Work on Sundays we hope more families will join us and 
rediscover their faith.   

Throughout 2026, I ask you to pray each day for the children’s work 
in our parish and that families may be drawn God through our work 
here in Durrington. 

Jane  
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Puzzle Corner  

JANUARY WORDSEARCH  
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ACCORDION   

CLARINET   

DRUM   

FIVE   

GURDY   

HURDY   

PIANO   

SPINET   

VIOLIN   

BAGPIPE  

CORNET  

DULCIMER  

FLUTE  

HARMONICA  

LYRE  

PICOLO  

TROMBONE  

BASSOON  

DIDGERIDOO  

FIDDLE  

GUITAR  
HARPSICHORD  

OBOE  

RECORDER  

TRUMPET 
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Articles and information for the 

February 2026 
edition of the Parish News  

should be handed in before 

Sunday 11th January 
PLEASE NOTE - articles handed in after the copy date deadline cannot be 
guaranteed to be included. 

Articles can either be  

❖ handed into the Parish Office 

❖ given to the editor on a Sunday morning,  

❖ e-mailed to magazine@stsymphorians.co.uk 

The editors will always try to include all articles, but due to space may 
occasionally have to keep an article until the next month.  Please also 
remember that articles do need to be of a positive or informative nature. 
Please submit your completed articles together with any illustrations, if 
applicable acknowledging copyright permissions have been approved. 

New advertisers are always welcome, and we have very competitive rates 
for full, half and quarter page adverts.  If you are interested, then please 
pick up a form from church or email the editor at 
magazine@stsymphorians.co.uk 

Please note that advertising in this magazine does not carry an 
endorsement from the Church.  Readers who use the businesses 
advertised do so at their own risk. 

    

mailto:magazine@stsymphorians.co.uk
mailto:magazine@stsymphorians.co.uk
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Weekly Activities in  
St Symphorian’s Church Hall 

 

Monday Penfold Bowls 

Flit Fitness 

Tuesday 
Knit & chat (1st Tuesday each month) 

Durrington ‘You’ Group  
(3rd Tuesday each month) 

Wednesday 

Durrington Book Club  
(1st Wednesday each month) 
Dementia Friendly Community Choir*  
(2nd Wednesday each month) 
Rangers 

Thursday Guides 

Friday 
Pram and Toddler 10am 

Martial Arts Class 
*in church 

 

 

 
 

For more details contact the Parish Office Tel 01903 268109  

or email theoffice@stsymphorians.co.uk 

or visit our website www.stsymphorians.co.uk 

Follow us on Facebook  

Venue for Hire 
 

The Church Hall and Atkinson Room are available for hire for 
parties and functions.   
 

Charges are: 
Main Hall £20 per hour 

Atkinson Room £15 per hour 
Both Halls £30 per hour 

 
All bookings have access to the kitchen. 

 

For more information, please visit the website. 

http://www.stsymphorians.co.uk/

